Lush ‘n Lean: Xeriscaping Gardens for Abundant
Plant Diversity and Water Conservation

Marisa Thompson, Ph.D.

NMSU Urban Extension Horticulture Specialist

Photo credit:
Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority
Xeriscaping: Complete How to Guide



http://xericgardenclub.org/



http://xericgardenclub.org

http://xericgardenclub.org/

Special THANKS to the Xeric Club of
Albuquerque for EXCELLENT discussion
on what Xeriscapes ARE and AREN'T!



http://xericgardenclub.org

Do | have to have a yard filled with
I gravel and a few cacti? I


https://nmsu.edu

I Xeriscape is NOT dry only. I



I Xeriscape is NOT only native plants. I



I Xeriscape is NOT just rocks and gravel. I



Xeriscape is NOT always lawn-less.



I Xeriscape is NOT boring in design. I















Why Garden with Native Grasses?

Minimize soil erosion

Increase organic matter in the soil

Low nutrient requirement. No fertilizers needed!
Low water requirements (once established)
Habitat for birds, wildlife, native pollinators



Schizachyrium scoparium
Little Bluestem

Plants of the Southwest






Hold off until early spring!




Eragrostis trichodes
Sand Lovegrass

Plants of the Southwest



New Mexico Olive
aka NM Privet
Forestiera neomexicana

Photo credit: High Country Gardens



Mulch

Benefits

« Moisture retention

» Temperature Regulation
« Weed Control



Xeriscaping Resources

NMSU Extension Master Gardener
Chapters

https://mastergardeners.nmsu.edu/

Reference Books
«  Judith Phillips’ books!
«  "Growing the Southwest
Garden”
. “New Mexico Gardener'’s
Guide”

Native Plant Society of NM

https://www.npsnm.org/

Local Nurseries & Garden Centers
Xeric Garden Club of Albuquerque
http://xericgardenclub.org/
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MORE Xeriscaping Resources

Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility
Authority
«  How-to Guide
«  https://www.abcwua.org/wp-
content/uploads/Conservation_Rebat
es/XeriscapeHowTo_ 2020 _06122020-

1.pdf

«  Landscape Tips!
«  https://www.5050utside.com/

NM's Enchanted Xeriscape Guide
- Office of the State Engineer
- https://www.ose.state.nm.us/WUC/Lear
ningXeriscape/XeriscapeGuide_ScreenR
esolution.pdf

Xeriscaping in Arizona
- https://www.amwua.org/landscaping-
with-style



https://www.abcwua.org/wp-content/uploads/Conservation_Rebates/XeriscapeHowTo_2020_06122020-1.pdf
https://www.505outside.com/
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NMSU Urban Extension
Horticulture Program

« Marisa Thompson
- Educational Programs
- Research Programs
- Southwest Yard &

Garden Column
https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com

- Workshops!

Email; desertblooms@nmsu.edu

Social media handle;
@NMDesertBlooms
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Marisa Thompson
NMSU Urban Extension Horticulture Specialist

Social Media: @NMDesertBlooms
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